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capable learners empowered to be compassionate world citizens.  
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Dress Code Reminders 

Students are allowed to wear shorts to school after Spring Break. It is often too cold prior to 

that date. Please, no bike shorts, tank tops, “spaghetti straps”, or tops that show the 

stomach. Shorts need to be fingertip length (short shorts are not allowed).  We also ask that 

students wear tennis shoes instead of sandals because it is safer for play in P.E. and 

on the playground. Please keep abreast of weather reports before sending your 

child in shorts to school. Colorado is notorious for quick changes in the weather at 

springtime.  

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Thursday, March 18         PTA General Meeting 4:15 Garden 

Monday, March 8   School of Choice window opens at 10:00 am 

Wednesday, March 10 End of Third Quarter 

Thursday, March 11 NO SCHOOL – Teacher Workday (All D51 schools) 

Friday, March 12             NO SCHOOL – Elementary Planning Day 

Sunday, March 14           Daylight Savings Time begins (spring forward) 

Thursday, March 18 Report Cards go home/loaded on ParentVUE 

Friday, March 19  School of Choice window closes at 4:00 pm 

March 22 – March 26 NO SCHOOL - Spring Break  

 

   



 

School of Choice 

The School of Choice (SOC) window for application will open at 10:00 am on March 8, 2021 

and will close at 4:00 pm on March 19, 2021.  All SOC applications are submitted online 

through ParentVUE. Students who are currently attending OAE under the SOC policy do not 

need to re-apply; however, students who are currently attending as a Student Transfer must 

apply and be accepted for School of Choice if you wish to attend at Orchard Avenue next school 

year.  Student Transfer requests expire at the end of each school year.  If you are unsure whether 

your student is attending as a School of Choice or Transfer student, please don’t hesitate to call 

the office.  OF NOTE:  Transportation will NOT be provided for students who live out of the 

attendance area and attend under School of Choice. Visit the SD51 website for more 

information:  d51schools.org/schoolofchoice. 
 

 

 

 

 

Preschool Applications 

SD51 is now taking applications for preschool for the 2021-22 school year.  If your child will be 

3 or 4 years old by August 31, 2021 and you are interested in a preschool program through SD51 

you may pick up an application and developmental screening questionnaire from the Early 

Childhood Department.  Their offices are located at 410 Hill Avenue and hours of operation are 

7:30 am to 4:30 pm.  For more detailed information about the Pre-School program, contact the 

Early Childhood Department at 970-254-5429 or view the MCVSD51 web page:  About Us / 

Our Schools / Preschool / Applications / Fill out Preschool Application Request web form.  

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten Round-Up 

Kindergarten Registrations will open on Monday, April 19th.  This day will open the season 

of getting Kindergartners Rounded Up for the 2021-2022 school year.  Incoming kindergartners 

must be 5 years old on or before August 31, 2021.      

 

All kindergarten regstrations are done online through ParentVUE.  In preparation for 

Kindergarten Roundup registration, begin by insuring you have an active ParentVUE 

account  The documents required for registration are a copy of birth certificate, 

immunization records, proof of residency, and important phone numbers (day care 

providers, work numbers, emergency contact names and phone numbers).  For more 

information feel free to contact the office at 970-254-7560.   

 

                                                     Don’t Forget! 
We return to Daylight Savings Time on Sunday, March 14th.  Set clocks forward 

one hour this day! 
 

Orchard Avenue has Talent! 

The Orchard Avenue Talent Show is coming!  This will be a virtual event this year. 

OAE students will view the Talent Show towards the end of the week of March 15th 

during the school day.  Families will be able to view the Talent Show by March 

19th. 

 



SPRING BREAK! 
Spring Break 2021 is from Monday, March 22nd through Friday, March 26th.  Students 

return to school on Monday, March 29th.  Enjoy the break! 

 

Library Closed for Inventory 

The library at Orchard Avenue Elementary is doing inventory March 15 – March 19, the week 

before Spring Break. Books from the library will not be checked out one week 

before the inventory begins. All outstanding books will need to be returned to the 

library by March 10th to complete the inventory.  A notice from our librarian, Mrs. 

Peterson, will be sent if you have a book that is outstanding and/or overdue.  Please 

search your home and/or child’s backpack for Orchard Avenue library books and 

return them by the March 10th deadline.  We appreciate your cooperation!   
 

Lost & Found 

Just a friendly reminder - there are lots of very nice unclaimed jackets, hats, gloves, sweatshirts, 

lunch boxes, water bottles, etc. that need to find their owner.  Please have your 

child check our lost and found to reclaim their items.  We really hate to 

dispose of articles of clothing that your family may need in the days ahead, 

and especially over the Spring Break.  Smaller items, such as phones, glasses, 

jewelry, etc. can be reclaimed in the office.  

 

 

 

 

Keeping Students Safe Before & After School  
Student safety is a priority at Orchard Avenue.  You can help keep students safe by following 

these drop-off and pick-up procedures. 

 19th Street Alley: If you would like to drop-off/pick-up your child without exiting 

your vehicle please use the 19th Street alley. This is accessed by traveling east on 

Walnut Avenue, turning right on 19th Street and proceeding to the drop off/pick up 

sidewalk area. Thank you for your patience during pick-up as students will only be 

loading toward the front of the line where the adult on duty is present.   
 West Parking Lot: The west parking lot is intended for families to park their car and 

walk to the child’s classroom door.  Please do not ask your child to cross this parking 

lot to meet you in your car. Parents may not pick up along the sidewalk areas.  
 Please do not park your vehicle along Walnut St.  

 Please do not pick-up or drop off along Orchard Avenue or in the front of Orchard 

Avenue Elementary (unless the student’s arrival is after school has begun).    

If you have any questions please contact Teal Richards or Tanya 

Nees.  Thank you for helping keep our students safe! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PTA is still happening! 

Orchard Avenue has a dedicated team of parents who are working hard and behind the scenes to 

keep PTA an active entity.  We so appreciate all the work they are doing to support staff and 

students at Orchard Avenue. 

 

There are a couple of fundraisers happening RIGHT NOW to help restore some of the funding 

that has been depleted during this pandemic season.  Orchard Avenue families can help by 

supporting the following fundraisers: 

 

Orchard Avenue T-Shirts or Sweatshirts for sale now!! 

Paper T-Shirt/Sweatshirt order forms went home in Thursday Folders February 25th.  You can 

place an order online at the PTA website:  www.orchardavepta.org  Shirts are forest green in 

color with white printing.  Orders are due by March 11, 2021. 

 

“Support us while you shop” 

Check out the Orchard Avenue Website / Parents tab / PTA / Support Us While You Shop for 

several other ways that you can support our PTA and school while you shop.  Use the links to get 

more information or sign up. 

 

A Note from our Principal… 

 

Dear Orchard Avenue Families, 

 

We are well into our third quarter of learning and are seeing some amazing growth from our 

students. Not only are Orchard Avenue learners growing academically, as we saw on mid year 

assessments, but they are working hard at growing socially and emotionally by practicing our 

school wide expectations of taking care of themselves, others, and our place. 

 

Please make sure you review our procedures for dropping off and picking up students at Orchard 

Avenue that is addressed earlier in this newsletter.  We want to make sure that students arrive 

and depart from our school campus safely and our parents/guardians are vital in that process 

operating successfully.   

 

Warmly, 

 

Teal Richards 

 

 

http://www.orchardavepta.org/

